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BATH~BRUNSWICK LABOR MARKET AREA 
Econorn-Jc conditions in the Bath-Brunswick Labor Market Area experienced a slight 
downturn in November. Seasonal layoffs in contract construction, retail trade, and 
services caused resident empl oyme nt to decline from 23,610 in October to 23,490 in 
November. Total unemployment increased from 1,050 to 1, 160. The combined effects 
of the increase i n unemployment and a decline in employment boosted the local unem-
ployment rate from 4.3 percent in October to 4.7 percent in November. Last year at 
this time, 1,200 local res iderit s were without work and the unemployment rate was 
5.3 percent. Despite the slight increase in the local unemployment rate, the local 
economic picture is very favorab 1 e wtien compared to the 1 a test state and national 
unemployment rates of 7. 0 percent and 10 .4 percent, respectively. 
BIDDEFORD-SANFORD LABOR MARKET AREA 
A marg inal downturn in economic conditions caused the unemployment rate in the 
Biddeford-Sanford Labo r Market Area to rise from 8.1 percent in October to 8 .. 7 
percent in November. This rate i s 1.6 percentage points above the rate of a year 
ago . Resident employment fell 200 to 28,200, while the number unemployed climbed 
200 to 2, 700. Layoffs in contract construct ion and wholesale and retail trade 
cont rib uted to nonmanufactur ing employment losses . Manufacturing employment was 
stable over the montho Meanwhile, the state and national unemployment rates in 
November stood at 7. 0 percent and 10.4 percent, respectively. 
LEWISTON-AUBURN STANDARD METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
The unemployment rate in the Lewiston-Auburn SMSA improved for the fourth consec-
utive month in November. Between October and November resident employment fell by 
100 , from 34,200 to 34, 100 with the end of the annual apple harvest. Total jobless-
ness drop ped from 2,800 to 2,600. As a result, the loca.l unemployment rate fell 
from an October rate of 7. 6 percent to a 1982 rronthly low of 7.1 percent in Novem-
ber. Last year at this time, the local unemployment rate was 6.4 percent. Mean-
while, state and national unemployment rates for November stood at 7.0 percent and 
10 .4 percent, respectively. Overall nonfarm wage and salary employment remained 
unchanged at 33,800 for the third successive month. In November employment in 
manufacturing increased from 10,600 to 10,700, with losses of 100 jobs each in 
other durable goods and textile mi 11 products being more than offset by gains of 
100 jobs each in metals and machinery, leather and leather products, and other 
nondurable goods. Employment in nonmanufacturing decreased from 23,200 to 23,100 
with seasonal layoffs in contract construction. 
PORTLAND STANDARD METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
Despite employment gains, the unempl oyment rate for the Portland SMSA rose slightly 
in November. Although resident employment increased 300 to 89,500, the number unem-
ployed al so increased, rising from 4 ,800 to 4, 900. The un emp 1 oyment rate rose O. 1 
percentage point to 5.2 percent in November. Last year at this time, the local un-
employment rate stood at 5~ 3 percent. The corresponding state and national unem-
ployment rates for November were 7.0 percent and 10.4 percent, respectively.. Total 
nonfarm wage and salary employment increased from 97,200 in October to 97,400 in 
November. Manufacturing emp l oyment fell 200, with losses of 100 each in metals and 
machinery and food and kind red products. Nonmanufa.cturi ng employment increased 
400, as a loss of 100 i n contract construction was more than offset by gains of 300 
in wholesale and retail trade and 200 in services and mining. 
RUMFORD LABOR MARKET AREA 
The 1 ocal unemployment rate in the Rumford Labor Market Area experienced its second 
consecutive monthly rise in November. Resident employment fell slightly from 
18,190 in October to 18,100 in November, while unemployment rose from 1,530 to 
l ,580. As a result, the 1 ocal unemployment rate increased from 7 .8 percent in 
October to 800 percent in November. The slight downtown in economic conditions was 
mostly attributable to seasonal layoffs in contract construction and retail trade. 
Last year an estimated 1,580 local residents were unemployed and the unemployment 
rate was 7.9 percent in November. The corresponding state and national unempfoy-
ment rates for November were 7.0 percent and 10.4 percent, respectively. 
WATERVILLE LABOR MARKET AREA 
Economic conditions improved in the Waterville Labor Market Area in November as 
employment rose and the number unemployed fell slightly. Resident employment in-
creased to 19,550 in November from 19,270 in October. The number unemployed drop-
ped somewhat al so from 1 ,450 in October to 1 , 390. The res ult i ng 6. 6 percent unem-
ployment rate is below both the state and national rates of 7.0 percent and 10.4 
percent, respectively. The current unemployment rate also compares favorably to 
the rate of 7 .. 7 percent registered a year ago. At that time resident employment 
was 19,860 and the number unemployed stood at l ,650. This November, employment 
gains were largely attributable to the manufacturing sector with most significant 
growth evidenced in paper and allied products. Employment gains in both textile 
mill products and apparel also contributed to manufacturing growth. 
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NOVEMBER 1982 
SUPPLEMENT TO THE STATEWIDE MONTHLY NEWS RELEASE 
A BRIEF ANALYSIS COVERING SELECTED MAINE LABOR MARKET AREAS 
~ 
AUGUSTA LABOR MARKET AREA 
A reduction in the number unemployed in the Augusta Labor Market Area helped to 
lower the local unemployment rate for November. A slight drop in resident employ-
ment from an October figure of 26,540 to 26,480 in November coupled with the drop 
in the number unemployed from 2 ,020 to l ,840 helped to lower the unemployment rate 
from 7.1 percent to 6.5 percent. November's unemployment rate compares favorably 
with the rate of 7.2 percent a year ago. Employment at that time was 26,720, while 
2,060 persons were unemployed. The current local unemployment rate also compares 
favorably with both the statewide rate of 7.0 percent and the national rate of 10.4 
percent. Employment losses in the labor market area were largely evidenced in non-
manufacturi ng and paper and allied products. At the same time, there were some em-
ployment gains in textile mill products, leather and leather products, and metals 
and machinery. 
BANGOR-BREWER LABOR MARKET AREA 
Labor market conditions in the Bangor-Brewer LMA, measured in terms of unemploy-
ment, remained relatively unchanged between October and November. Resident employ-
ment edged up slightly from 40,200 in October to 40,400 in November, while both un-
employment and the unemployment rate remained unchanged at 2,300 and 5.4 percent, 
respectively. Meanwhile, corresponding state and national unemployment rates for 
November stood at 7.0 percent and 10.4 percent, respective·Jy. Employment in manu-
facturing remained relatively stable, while nonmanufacturing employment increased 
by approximately 250. Seasonal growth in state and local government was largely 
responsible for the increase in nonmanufacturing employment. 
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